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W ith the new edition of NFPA 101, Life Safety 
Code, the 2009 edition adds provisions to 

Chapter 7 for electrically controlled egress doors, 
horizontal-sliding doors, elevator lobby access door 
locking, and door inspection and maintenance. The 
criteria of Chapter 7 was expanded to have applica-
bility to all three portions of the means of egress: 
exit access, exit, and exit discharge.

Changes other than editorial are indicated by a 
vertical rule beside the paragraph, table, or figure in 
which the change occurred. These rules are included 
as an aid to the user in identifying changes from the 
previous edition. Where one or more complete para-
graphs have been deleted, the deletion is indicated 
by a bullet (•) between the paragraphs that remain.

Chapter 7, means of egress, has had a considerable 
amount of changes and revisions, including inspec-
tion of door openings and electrically controlled 
egress door assemblies.
7.2.1.15  Inspection of Door Openings.
7.2.1.15.1  Where required by Chapters 11 through 
43, door assemblies for which the door leaf is 
required to swing in the direction of egress travel 
shall be inspected and tested not less than annually 
in accordance with 7.2.1.15.2 through 7.2.1.15.8.
7.2.1.15.2  Fire-rated door assemblies shall be 
inspected and tested in accordance with NFPA 
80, Standard for Fire Doors and Other Opening 
Protectives.
7.2.1.15.3  The inspection and testing interval 
for fire-rated and nonrated door assemblies shall 
be permitted to exceed 12 months under a written 
performance-based program in accordance with 
5.2.2 of NFPA 80, Standard for Fire Doors and Other 
Opening Protectives.
7.2.1.15.4  A written record of the inspections and 
testing shall be signed and kept for inspection by 
the authority having jurisdiction.

7.2.1.15.5  Functional testing of door assemblies 
shall be performed by individuals who can demon-
strate knowledge and understanding of the operat-
ing components of the type of door being subjected 
to testing.
7.2.1.15.6  Door assemblies shall be visually 
inspected from both sides of the opening to assess 
the overall condition of the assembly.
7.2.1.15.7  As a minimum, the following items 
shall be verified:
1. Floor space on both sides of the openings is clear 

of obstructions, and door leaves open fully and 
close freely.

2. Forces required to set door leaves in motion and 
move to the fully open position do not exceed the 
requirements in 7.2.1.4.5.

3. Latching and locking devices comply with 7.2.1.5.
4. Releasing hardware devices are installed in 

accordance with 7.2.1.5.9.1.
5. Door leaves of paired openings are installed in 

accordance with 7.2.1.5.10.
6. Door closers are adjusted properly to control the 

closing speed of door leaves in accordance with 
accessibility requirements.

7. Projection of door leaves into the path of egress 
does not exceed the encroachment permitted by 
7.2.1.4.3.

8. Powered door openings operate in accordance 
with 7.2.1.9.

9. Signage required by 7.2.1.4.1(3), 7.2.1.5.4, 7.2.1.6, 
and 7.2.1.9 is intact and legible.

10. Door openings with special locking arrange-
ments function in accordance with 7.2.1.6.

11. Security devices that impede egress are not 
installed on openings, as required by 7.2.1.5.11.

7.2.1.15.8  Door openings not in proper operating 
condition shall be repaired or replaced without 
delay.
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You will earn 3 CEP points by reading the article and answering the problems. Upon completion, copy or detach this page, fill in the form below, and 
submit your answers by mailing or faxing the page to DHI.

Door and Hardware Institute
Education and Technical Services Department
14150 Newbrook Drive, Suite 200, Chantilly, VA 20151-2232
703/222-2010; Fax: 703/222-2410

Name:  ___________________________________________________ DHI ID number: ___________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________

City: ______________________________________  State: _____________________  Zip: _______________________

Phone:  __________________________________________________________________________________________

Retain a copy of this exercise for your Continuing Education renewal application. Answers to these problems will be  
posted on our website (www.dhi.org) on the first day of the next month following the issue month of the magazine.
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1.  What chapter(s) in NFPA 101, 2009, addresses the 
inspection requirements of fire door assemblies?

  _____________________________________________

  _____________________________________________
2.  When shall door assemblies that swing in the 

direction of egress travel be inspected?

  _____________________________________________

  _____________________________________________

3.  How are changes from earlier editions indicated in 
NFPA 101?

  _____________________________________________

  _____________________________________________

4.  A door assembly in the means of egress automati-
cally unlocks when power is interrupted.

 q   True  q   False

To acquire CEP points, answer the following questions:

7.2.1.5.5 Electrically Controlled Egress Door Assemblies. 
Door assemblies in the means of egress shall be permit-
ted to be electrically locked if equipped with approved, 
listed hardware that incorporates a built-in switch, 
provided that the following conditions are met:

1.  The hardware for occupant release of the lock is 
affixed to the door leaf.

2.  The hardware has an obvious method of operation 
that is readily operated in the direction of egress.

3.  The hardware is capable of being operated with 
one hand in the direction of egress.

4.  Operation of the hardware interrupts the power 
supply directly to the electric lock and unlocks 
the door assembly in the direction of egress.

5.  Loss of power to the hardware automatically unlocks 
the door assembly in the direction of egress.

The information presented in this article is high-
lights from the standard. Users of these documents 
should consult applicable federal, state, and local laws 
and regulations.
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86tech tip
do you know?

1.  What chapter(s) in NFPA 101, 2009, addresses 
the inspection requirements of fire door 
assemblies?

 Chapter 7

2.  When shall door assemblies that swing in the 
direction of egress travel be inspected?

 Not less than annually

3.  How are changes from earlier editions indicated in 
NFPA 101?

 By vertical rule beside the paragraph

4.  A door assembly in the means of egress automati-
cally unlocks when power is interrupted.

 q  True                   q    False

To acquire CEP points, answer the following questions:
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