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7.2 Means of Egress Components

M 
any different components of a building or 
structure are encountered while traversing a 

means of egress. These components comprise the 
means of egress and include such items as door 
assemblies, including necessary hardware; stairs 
and ramps, including handrails and guards; hori-
zontal exits; exit passageways; and areas of refuge.

Fire-rated door assembly. A fire protection-rated 
door assembly is referred to as a fire door assembly. 
It has passed the standard fire test for door assem-
blies, as prescribed by NFPA 252, Standard Methods of 
Fire Tests of Door Assemblies. During such fire testing, 
a fire door assembly withstands a severe fire and 
hose stream exposure for a given time period, which 
can be specified by a Code requirement. The fire 
protection rating required by the Code for a given 
application varies, depending on the uses and occu-
pancy type involved.

Smoke-resisting door assembly. A smoke-resisting 
door assembly might or might not have a fire protec-
tion rating. Its function is to provide a temporary 
barrier against the passage of heat, smoke, and 
gases. Some smoke-resisting door assemblies 
required by the Code must meet performance and 
installation criteria specified in NFPA 105, Standard 
for the Installation of Smoke Door Assemblies and Other 
Opening Protectives.
7.2.1.1.1 A door assembly in a means of egress shall 
conform to the general requirements of Section 7.1 
and to the special requirements of 7.2.1.

Whenever the Code refers to a fire protection-rated 
door assembly or fire door assembly, it is referring to 
the entire assembly. If any single component is not 
properly provided, installed, and functioning, the 
assembly is not a fire protection-rated assembly.
7.2.1.1.2 Every door opening and every principal 
entrance that is required to serve as an exit shall be 
designed and constructed so that the path of egress 
travel is obvious and direct. Windows that, because 
of their physical configuration or design and the 
materials used in their construction, have the poten-
tial to be mistaken for door openings shall be made 
inaccessible to the occupants by barriers or railings.
The purpose of the barriers or railings required by 
7.2.1.1.2 is to prevent an occupant from walking 
through a window.

7.2.1.1.3 Occupied Building
7.2.1.1.3.1 For the purposes of Section 7.2, a build-
ing shall be considered to be occupied at any time it 
meets any of the following criteria:

1)  It is open for general occupancy.
2)  It is open to the public.
3)  It is occupied by more than 10 persons.

7.2.1.1.3.2 Where means of egress doors are locked 
in a building that is not considered occupied, occu-
pants shall not be locked beyond their control in 
buildings or building spaces, except for lockups 
in accordance with 22.4.5 and 23.4.5, detention 
and correctional occupancies, and health care 
occupancies.

Many industrial, storage, and business occu-
pancy buildings are never open to or accessible to 
the public; the only occupants are employees and 
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authorized visitors. Therefore, the term occupied in 
7.2.1.1.3.1 also includes the condition of being open 
for general occupancy. That is, the facility is operating 
or functioning.

The wording of 7.2.1.1.3.2 reiterates that it is not the 
intent to allow people, no matter how few the number, 
to be locked in a building without a ready means of 
egress.

1.  A building is considered occupied when how 
many persons are present? 

  ____________________________________________

2.  A fire protection-rated assembly cannot be consid-
ered a fire door assembly if a component is missing.

	 q   True q   False

3.  A smoke-resisting door assembly always has a fire 
protection rating.

	 q   True q   False

4.  Windows with configurations that resemble doors 
require a barrier.

	 q   True q   False

To acquire CEP points, answer the following questions:

You will earn 3 CEP points by reading the article and answering the problems. Upon completion, copy or detach this page, fill in the form below, and 
submit your answers by mailing or faxing the page to DHI.

Door and Hardware Institute
Education and Technical Services Department
14150 Newbrook Drive, Suite 200, Chantilly, VA 20151-2232
703/222-2010; Fax: 703/222-2410

Name:  ___________________________________________________ DHI ID number: ___________________________

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________

City: ______________________________________  State: _____________________  Zip: _______________________

Phone:  __________________________________________________________________________________________

Retain a copy of this exercise for your Continuing Education renewal application. Answers to these problems will be  
posted on our website (www.dhi.org) on the first day of the next month following the issue month of the magazine.
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1.  A building is considered occupied when how many 
persons are present? 

 10

2.  A fire protection-rated assembly cannot be 
considered a fire door assembly if a component is 
missing.

 q	 True        q	 False

3.  A smoke-resisting door assembly always has a fire 
protection rating.

 q	 True        q	 False

4.  Windows with configurations that resemble doors 
require a barrier.

 q	 True        q	 False

To acquire CEP points, answer the following questions:
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